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Hon’ble Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, Hon’ble Chairman of the
Legislative Council and distinguished
members of the Legislature.

1.

It gives me great pleasure to welcome
all the elected and nominated
representatives to the first joint session
of the State Legislature. I extend a
special welcome to the young first time
Legislators who now comprise an
impressive majority in the House!

This J&K Legislative Assembly, perhaps
the most empowered Legislature in the
country, has a rich legacy and has seen
the political trials and tribulations in
the past six decades: agreements,
accords and pacts. And history is being
made as all of you, Hon’ble Members,
sit here this morning to listen to this
Address.



.

The state Assembly elections last year
did not engender a clear majority for
any single party, and this led to a short
spell of Governor’s Rule. While the
elections rendered a fractured mandate,
the mature statesmanship of Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) utilised it as an
opportunity to evolve a situation which
could eventually result in harmoniously
intermeshing all the regions of the State
and binding them together.

The Alliance between the PDP and BJP
for pursuing an agreed agenda will act
as the cohesive force in bringing all
the regions closer and for the people
of J&K to share and support a common
vision of the entire state. If we succeed
in welding the regions together, we shall
also succeed in securing the desired
level of trust to bring Jammu and
Kashmir to work more closely with New
Delhi. It is this vision which brings



together the PDP-BJP Coalition
Government and not mere compulsions
of exercising power.

Mere numerical strength cannot lay the
foundations of a strong government.
Jammu and Kashmir requires a strong,
stable and capable government and that
is exactly what the Coalition
Government is and locks forward to
serving the people of the State for the
next six years.

The understandings between the
coalition partners are symbolised by the
“"Agenda of the Alliance” which forms
the basis of the decisive and distinctive
changes which the government seeks
to bring about on a time bound basis
and bring together the people of our
State and the rest of the country.

The effective implementation of the
Agenda of Alliance would promote
confidence, trust and harmony among
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our people. The Alliance is founded in
the conviction that such trust and
reconciliation will spread beyond the
State and also create a conducive
environment for securing the all round
economic development of the State and
bringing prosperity for the people.

The Agenda for Alliance recognizes the
political and legislative realities and the
maintenance of the existing special
constitutional provisions and status of
J&K. In this context, it is relevant to
note that the Coalition Government is
comprised by representatives from all
the regions, and this gives it the
strength to initiate all the required
processes for engendering peace and
all around development.

The very high voter turnout in the
Assembly Elections, particularly in the
rural, remote and difficult areas,
has further strengthened the democratic






